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IRISH LABOUR AT 
BERNE AND PARIS.The internationalI

Presenting Ireland’s Case.
. BY CATHAL O’SHANNON lEELAND 5^1

Hi\ *.
IRISH LABGXJR’S DELEGATES TO SOCIALIST 

INTERNATIONAL RECEIVE A HEARTY WEL­
COME FROM WORLD-RENOWNED LEADERS. 
—CORRECT UNSATISEACTORYjStATEMENTS 
OE BRITISH LABOUR PARTY.—FRATERNISE 

. WITH INDIAN AND EGYPTIAN REBELS— 
THE RESULTS OF SEAN T. O’KELLY'S 
LABOURS.—THE “ PAPER WALL ’» IS 
BREACHED AT LAST.

(As passed toy Censor.)
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ant and reasonable general declaration of 
principle made by Artbnr Henderson at 
•the opening of the debate. The, British 
Xiahouir ’Party, MacDonald said, stands 
now, and has always stood, 'for the fullest 
I^ssible measure of Home Rule for Ire­
land, its candidates have put Home Rule 
in their election addresses, and its mem­
bers in Pariiinuent have always voted for 
Home Rule. That was as far as the 
mandate of his delegation went, and it 
was in acoordanoe with the demand in 
the past of the elected representatives of 
the majority of the Irish people. In 
other words, if I may paraphrase Mac­
Donald’s statement, the British delega­
tion’s mandate was anterior to the 
General Election of last December, and it 
ignored the Republican Insurrection of 
Easter Week, the canalising of majority 
opinioii into separation during^ the war, 
and the universal national 'rejection of 
the Home Rule Bill upon the Statute 
Book, As for India, MacDonald said 
British Labour stood for Home Rule, 
holding that India was. as much entitled 
to seif-government (within the British 
Empire, it goes without saying) as South 
Africa, Canada, or, Australia. Egypt, he 
said, was Entitled to the same right to 
self-government as India, hut'indeed the 
British Labour Party of late years had 
not had much, occasion to concern itself 
about the Egyptian question, Cyprus, 
on the other hand, •u’hich. had been ac- 
q'^ed by Great Britain for strategic 
reasons had every right to' self-deter­
mination, What wortld not an Indian, 
an Egy;ptian, or an Irishman give to be 
a Cypriote? And yet, as we know, the 
Cypnotisation of a man from any of 
these three countries to whicli British 
Labour would graciously determine Home 
Rule within the Empire would not eli­
minate the necessity of armed insurrec­
tion, if my memory stiU serves me right.
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At last the paper wall which shut He- 
^ land' out of the world has breaches in 
i it and Labour has proudly brc^n 
L through ®u® of the first of them. 
i European ootinection has been made 
r again, and w are in contact once more

K with the 'World; The whole Continent
K knows MOW something at least of tiie 
R truth a.bout Heland silice we were out ot 
K from the main stream of European hte 

nd thought and politics in August, 1914. 
The Vbeginning was made when Tom 

, Johnson and I left Dublin as th®
: vance guard of the Irish delegation to the 

luternatioiial Lal>our and Socialist 
; ference at BemS. We hurried to Lon- 

don to find ourselves held up almost a 
' week until the British,. French, and Swiss 
i bad granted us visas for our passports 
[ after satisfying the Swiss police (aM 
I more than the Swiss, from aU I could i guess in London) that we. were respect- 
i able 'enough nnd inoffensive enough to 
I enter Switzerland, The delay made 
t lose the opening days of the Conference, 
I which met on March "S. .Y^o ^d not get 
I away until the 4th, and iihen it was hel- I ter-skelter until we reached Berne on I the night of the 6th. On the 7th we 
I attended the Gonference, but. although I there, was no 'objection taken to them 
I and Vo were welcomed warmly, our cre- I dentials were not passed until that I night. The following morning, Friday, 
I'the 8th, Ireland.had entered the Inter- I national as a distinct national entity, and 
I we were full and accepted members.
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which mere fellowship would not dictate. 
Fiom first to last iwe had the ear and 
the goodwill of the delega-tes, and we 
were not the least favoured by the. staff 
of the Bureau, an important considara- 
tion, au delegates to any conference or 
congress well know. We were especially 
indebted to GrumhacE’s , brother-in-law, 
Greudel, who took us in hand as soon as 

entered the Volkshaus on Friday 
morning," and weirt'out of his way to .get 
otu’ Statements in the hands of the dele­
gates even before we formally took our 
place in the Conference, and to Mile. 
Richer, wlio proved hea’self an invaluable 
friend to Our cause both during and after 
the 'Conference.

Nor was Ireland forgotten in the Com­
mission by its most important member, 
its Chairman and reporter, Mistral 
(France). In his report to the Confer­
ence, Mistral included the declaration of 
Irish independence amongst 'Other evi­
dences, such as the seoond Balkan war, 
that the_ pre-war rituation was unsatis­
factory in many respects, which "Would 
have to he changed.
On the Commission.

Ireland scored again .on 'Sunday 'when 
Tom Johnson, with the speech printed 
in another column, intervened effectively 
and successfully for the representation of 
the subject and small nations* on the ■ 
Permanent Commission charged to carry 
on the work of the Conference until the 
International is called together again, 
and to draw up the new statutes. John­
son began in his usual quiet and judicial 
manner, but be soon, warmed up until he 
glowed as I have never seen him fired on *'" 
any platform in Ireland. As will he seen 
from his speech, he got in some very 
telling points, and he certainly turned 
the tide in favour of eqtial representation 
for all the delegations 'on the Permanent 
Commissions. So, in the absence of our 
colleagues _ on the Irish delegation, we 
duly nominated ourselves as the two 
Irish representatives on the Commission! 
We attended its first meeting, and await 
the call to the second', when we shall 
have another and even better opiJorturdW 
of doing good', 
in Like Bondage.

Our speeches bi’ought'to our notice and 
to_ our help representatives of two coun­
tries which were not repreEehted on the 
Conference, but for which we have natur­
ally a more than platonic feeling, India 
and Egypt. Thus we were able to make, 
so to, speak, a triple alliance of subject 
peoples under British rtilOj and when 
India and Eg.ypfc commissioned us to 
speak authoritively for them, we felt 
our hands strengthened, and realised the 
im’portanoe of this united front. Here 
let me pay my tribute to the, two 
Egyptian leaders, Aly Shamsy, a member 
ol 1116 Opposition in the Egyptian Legis­
lative Assembly, and Mohammed 
Fahm^, the President of the Young 
Egyptian Committee in Europe. Their 
help was priceless, and highly appre*' 
ciated. _ To-day I cannot but think with 
a certain so^rrow of these two, devoted 
missioners of Egyptian freedom far away 
from their suffering people, among wliom,, 
in this day of trial, they W'ould fain he 
nistead of even therintornationaL clear­
ing ho'use of Switzerland. Wlm among 
us .would not prefer to bo in Ireland in 
such circumstances P

(Continued on Pago 5.)

George Convention; demanded the full, 
absolute, and free choice by the people 
of their sovereignty; declared the 
people’s unshakeable determination to 
have their freedom, pleaded for the 
exercise amongst the Governments, and 
at the Peace Conference in Paris, of the 
International’s influence in Ireland’s be­
half, alike in the interest of the workers 
in Ireland, the people in general, and the 
International; recalled the parallel of the 
nationalities represented by previous 
speakers, and finally oitedi both 
Ireland’s .readiness and L'cland’s ability 
to disturb too peace 'Of tl^ world until 
such times as her expressed and duly 
confirmed will to independence is recog­
nised by the Powers.

us

Disinterested England
Our case Was listened to with 'great 

interest and close attention, partly per­
haps owing to what “ L’Humanite ” 
generously described as my “ vigorous 
intervention on .behalf of Ireland,” but 
still more owing to the fact that our case 
in detail was fresh to many of the dele- 
gates: that it wa the only case made 
for a nationality ubject to any of the 
Entente Powers, that it threw a new 
light upon England’s disinterested regard 
for small. nations and self-determination, 
and that it was in flat contradiction to 
the attitude of the British delegation hut 
right dn agreement with practically all 
otoer declarations on similar^ concrete 
cases in which self-determination is de­
manded in Europe.

! Just in Time,
I W’O were just in time. Had we been 

day lateir we would have lost one 
of the two great opportunities we were 
able to grasp for putting the Irish case 

I in the clearest and most uncompromising 
manner before the delegates in full ses- 

I sion and' the Press of every 'important 
I country in the 'World. As it was, our 
I unavoldahle delay in London bad de- I prived ns of representation on the Oom- I: mission on Territorial Questions, but we 

were luckily able to make up for that in 
j full. The territorial questions had been 
[ debated vigorously for two days, and as 
!: nationality and national frontiefs are 
f burning questions on the Continent, and 
i played a large part in the war, and are 
I primary sources df the "wars still 
I raging, in Eastern Europe, the'discussion 
I was both, lively and comprehensive, and 
j the interest of most of the delegates was 
[ intense. I need not say that as speaker 
I after speaker put his case on toe Friday, 
L and especially when the apparently never 
I to end stream of speakers from the 
I smaller and until recently _ subject na- 
I rionalitieB furnisEed us with quite a 
I round dozen of stories similar in the 
I main to Ireland’s, we followed the de- 
I bate with the keenest attention. On 
I Saturday morning, the concluding day of 
I this de'bate, we sailed into the ken of 
I the Conference under the most favour- 
I able circumstances, in time to correct, 
I from the Irish point of vie\^_ toe British 
I delegation’s declaration on its ;poSiti6n 
I on self-determination and the nationality 
I question under British rule.

even a

Stating Ireland’s Case.
We had already arranged that the Irish 

case would he put by an Irish delegate, 
and MacDonald’s declaration made an ex
ceUent setting for us when onr turn came Prienrislater. It fell to my lot to do the talking Friends. _
for Ireland, hut I am not going to inflict Indeed, the interest in our position was 
my speech upon the readers of “The manifest from the moment qur arrival 
Voice,” which indeed, has already made known. Many of the dele- 
piinted the Briti.sh spy’s rough and ready g^-tes, including some cJ the hipest men 
'hut not altogether accurate lightning m the movements in France, Germany, 
summary of -vtoat I had to say. Suffice Great Britam, Austria, and neutr^ 
it for “ The Voice ” that the latter part! toies, came to us to inquire tooiR Ireland 
of my speech was a summary in Irish,
that I put the arguments as we know pmtrsASr MlttS Tri‘’'eoonomr SwS" Lotguli. stowed s, yery
tfoToffs, gSt .aiss of <Ss;
tribution to the common stock of Euro- ftstaff t£r8ichiS“oS?rr«

different men as these spoke to us with dpTipp TlfmT^J=.d mdepen- admiration and approval of the continu-
’pf of the Irish people.' “ Youhave toufiit long and well in Ireland, 

th® said Eautsky; aiid Bernstein spoke in a 
stituent elements .cff a distnmtive na- similar strain, “ You are a splendid 
tionqhty, detailed th© successful cam- fighting people,” said Adler, “and you 
paign against conscription, desenbed the ke^it up until you succeed; good 
growing national consciousness of the i-^gk you.” “I have followed your 
ipeople, culminating in tlm vote for inde- j)osifcion, particularly during the war,’ 
pendence at the General Election and the said Troelstra immediately after our de 
Constituent Assembly; dre'w attention riaxation, “ and I’m glad to see you hero, 
to the imjiortaiice of Irish i^uence in I have written much about Ireland in my 
America and the Bautish Dominions, paper,” he added, “ and I want to get 
argued the importance of Ireland s inter- as much information from you as I can 
national political and geographical posi- got.” It was the same with many other 
tion, repeating the story of Ireland’s delegates, including the Jews and Greeks, 
many blood offerings for freedom on the who were particularly cordial. 'Longuet, 
Continent; summarised the_ situation in I need not say, expressed his pleasure at 
Ireland when we had left, including toe our attendance, and I must say that 
treatment of the pnsoners; demon- whatever our differences, justice and 
rtrated conclusively that neither Home truto compel me to say that from Hen- 
Rule nor any measure of self-government derson, MacDonald, Midleton, Mrs. 
short of independence would satisfy ma- Snofwden, and Miss Bondfield we liiad no- 
jority Irish opinton; exposed the,hypo- thing less than good comradeship, 
orisy of the British Government in its Huysmans, as al'ways, was one of onr 
.various schemes, including the Lloyd best friends, helping us in many way.s

i

7 y

Ramsay at Sea.
It waB_ obvious—and the British dele­

gation, did not deny it—that the British 
felt that it was up .to them to make their 
position clear, and this, I have no doubt 
at all, both because they saw toat the 
various delegations had taken up a dis- 
,tinetly advanced position on the question 
,'and because they felt the very presence 
M the Irish delegation. Ramsay Mac- 
iDonald spoke for them, and expressed 
|riie unsatisfactory official view of the 
pritish Labour Party, a view for which 
twe were quite prepared, hut which, as 
toy colleague, Tom Johnson, notes else-'
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The Workers’ Republic.
The great only appear great because we are on our knees i

LET US RISE.

>

UPINIOl^' Saturday
29th'

Great Britain, can do, we want to see in 
every district in ■wbich. there is an Irish 
working class ]wpulation, Irish workers’ 
committees spi'ing np within the British 
Labour movement itself. In Scotland 
some of these committees are already;,at 
work, but we want to see them spfead 
all over Scotland. England, and Wales. 
They must be definitely Labour commit­
tees and they must be definitely IrisJi. 
They can be botli without any injury, - 
either to Labour or to" Ireland, and in 
fact they will be very strong weapons in 
the bands of the best friends of both. 
Some dayr when the present high pres­
sure has eased off, we hope to be able 
to wiiite at greater length on the role of 
the Irish worker in Great Britain. In* 
the meantime, we commend to Our 
friends there the _ extracts, -froim Karl 
Marx which wo print in “ The Voice.”
As a beginning in a big campaign of pro­
paganda the Irish workers'm Great Brii 
tain might well circulate the Marx docu­
ment broadcast.
The Men in Jail.

The country is naturally jubilant over 
the release of 'the Republicans recently 
interned in England but, we may well a sk, 
would its jubilation not turn to the deep^ 
est indignation jf it knew the whole truth 
about the political prisoners still in jail in 
Ireland ? The situation of these men is

MARCH,

to the work of tlie editor who took o^ 
place while we were helping to smead the 
light in Europe. Our Joseph MaoDon- 
nll excelled himself in ‘Z The Voice ” of 
the past six weeks, and he will have the 
congratulations of pur readers as well as 
of ourselves for the lively little paper 
which, .with little but welcome help, he 
produced in our absence^ It was no 
small task to write and edit the paper in 
addition to his managerial, sub-editoriai, 
and educational dut.es, but MapU.on- 
noll did it with right good will and su^ 
cess. “ The 'Voice ” was one of the few 
Irish pajiors, and the only Labour jotir- 
nal to reach us on the Continent, ana to 
us abroad it was a weekly ]oy whipli it 
has nevdr been to us at home. Eor this, 
Mac, many thanks.
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THE RED HUNGARIAN REPUBLIC.
k

Red I'lag of the Workers’ Republic aud support.” A.s in Russia, a in Bayar.a,
osbablished the direct government of the as m Austria, so in

doniocratJC republic has proven but a 
hull-way hou.se, and the base and bul- 

volution has won another victory, and peoplohs liberty |.ts being
the siHJCtre uLBolshevIsm has taken tan- found in tlio Socialist lleimblic. The

i. a ;.ov, Sovfet Jlopub,
Ijc. ilie.^ aie great times to live in. f,i;all not be .surx>ri.se(l if tlia b’rench

Ton ycjars ago tho Socialist Bar by in do not dance to the stiwin of this UuU"
Hungary wa^ weak aud badly organised, garian music wliicli is mingling with tlie 
Tlio narroiv irancliise of the Max^yar oil- grand Russian march of freedom, 
garchy provoutod the eominon iieoplo from What eourse is the Revolution taking 
practicaliy oxerci.sing any function ex- in Hungary? Allowing for the e^eri- 
copt that of tho exffioited i>roducor of encos of the Russian Soviet, the HUn- 
wealtli, in tlie national life. When tlie garians are following the Russian model.
Hungarian Socialists wrote to the Social- Wiser than the Mensheviki and, the 
ist Burty of Ireland in 1907, for instance. Social Revolutionaries j" tho Hungarian 
they had no more say in the direction, of Sooialdst Party has joined foi-ces with 
Hungarian aifairs than the Irish Social- the Gommunist Barty. In this union 
ists had in Ireland. But they were wiser the ruthless logic of the Bolsh^iks is the 
than tho Irish workers, for they built up driulng foiroo, and it has a SoVi^ of Hnn- 
a strong Sooiali-st Bafly, which to-day is gariaii Peasants’, Workers’ and Soldiers 
in a jmsition to seize power and rule the Council, which is hastening,to conclude a 
Magyar lands. We have still a long road military and intellectual’alliance with the 
to travel in Ireland yet. Russian Soviiet dn order to safeguard the

"When the war came the,.Hungarians, rule of the'workers and oppose the Im- 
wero amongst tho most faithful to, tho pciialism of the Entente. And,'da'ony of 
principles of international Socialism, ironies, Hungary looks now for motec- 
They wore the implacable enemies of the tion to, the land whose annies Austria 
Hungarian Government and the mon-^employed to crush the Hungarian Repuib- 
ai’chy, and their declarations at Stock-Tic in ,1848-9.
holm wore clear and definite. , Pay hoed, Irish \yorkers,, to, this pro-
_ During the course of the war, and, clama.tion of the. United Socialist Parties 
above alf, under rtbo influence of tnoBol- and the Revolutionary Government Coun- 
shevfli: Revolution in Russia, the Party cil of Hungary: , *.
ffrii into dts natural lines of division, its “ To all—The i^roletariat of Hungary 
moderate but uncompromisingly Socialist has from to-day taken xxp the power into 
Right and its Communist. Left. When its oxvn hands. By decison of the Paris 
tho armistice xvas signed tho Left had be- Conference ■ to occupy almost the entire 

definitely Communist or Bolshe- icnitory of Hungary the provisioning of 
vik Party admitting of no compromise revolutionaiy Hungary becomes utterly 
xrith the oourgeoisie, and refu5>irig its co- impossible.
operation to tne coalition government of “In these circximstauces the sole me ns 
tho Ilungaidau Republic under the oli- onen to the Hungarian Government xvas a 
garchic Karolyi. Karolyi, .however, dictatorship of tlie proletariat, 
fauccc-oded in forming a, government, ' “ The legjislative. executive, and ju(R- 
ifciiiking his oligaa'cliic, prinoiples xwder cial authority will be exercised by a dic- 
pressuro from the working class insurrec- tatorship of the. Workers’, Peasants’ and 
tions, and 'accepting tho co-operation of Holdiers^ Council.
the Socialist Party of the Right. Since “ Revolutionary Government Ooxmcil 
then there has been little news of the will begin forthwith its work for the re­
course of events in Hungary, indeed we alisation of Socialism and Communism, 
commented at the time on the significant “ The Revolutionary^ GoVeriiment Ooun- 
silence of the Western press aboxit tho cil decrees the socialisation of large es-
lirst risings aifter the arini.stic6. But tates, mines, big industries, hanks, and passports for Russia.
some news trickled tbroxigli at Berne, tran^ort. . v i The governments of France and Great
when the Hxinganan delegates, includ- “ It declares its complete solidarity ^litain have definitely refused passports 
ing the Minister of Education, told the with the Russian Soviet Government, and +„ fap, TProTiph and British members of the story of the blockade, of the ravaging of offers to conclude am armed aUiance xvith ^“^TnaSal’s misSn to RussLa. It 
Hungarian lands by the Entento troops, Proletariat Russia ” , , “d? S coursT have served Hiese
ot the prisoners, of the prohibition by “ The Council of State wnll organise^ a jp^ocratic Governments well if the 
the „,,capitali8t Entonte of all cMoiis, proletarian army which wull enforto the Government liad declined to allow
and of the wreaking ,of Hie raditarist proletarian dictatorslup against the Hun- mission'to enter Russia, but as on 
blood Just by tlie occupying Czecbo-Siovak garian lan^wners, and capitalists and p.rinldpo proposal, so on this, the
troops. , The countiy, wo were told, was against the Rumanian boyards and Czech has proven more than a match
a seething mass of revolt, xvhich would bourgeois.” . ^ xw for Lloyd George and Clemenceau.
burst into revoluHon if any further strain The declaration goes on to invite the .Britain are afraid of the

• 1 , X X truth. They dare-not let their peoplesThat strmn has been imposed, and by mama, Serbia, and Croatia to conclude either what is happening in Russia
the Entente. The breaking point was an aimxed alliance against the boyards or wliat benefits the Soviet has brought 
reached xvhen the Entente handed to the hig landowners, and dynasties, and calls ,, , n,nnrPRqpfl RnsdanKarolyi G^mrnment a Noto mMcing a xipon the lahoxmng irfea?StiSrSom Sssia;
new line of,demarcation on the Hxingar- Axxstna and Germany to,.followv the ex- impartial and honest inquirer is

the government could not .stand, and Socialist Party and Council of State ack-
Karolyi resigned immediately, making noMfiecIge tho difficulties and isacrifices ® away for the passing to direct power of xvhich they will have to endure, but as- 4^® alleged democratic Goverm
the Hungarian proletariat. sorts they must wage war for the libeia- of France and Britain have slapped

Some passages in Karoyi’s farewell pro- tion of foodstuffs and mines as the sole Labour in the ,f^ace. vVhxrt is Laboiir,in
elamation to the -people are most signi- monns of bringing about the victory of ^ ^ ^bout it?
ficaut. “The Gwevnment.” be says. Socialism. TO

.-'1 which has hitherto governed on the The proolamation concludes by calling -ouh^r -toe blow. Will
basis of the people’s W'lll and thd support upon every workman and peasant to work the Laltour Party in Great Bntain stand 
of the Hungarian proletariat roali.ses and to assist in the production of food, JP Government and cornpel it
that the constraining force of events”— or else -fco enter the army and sacrifice grant the passports for. Russia?

'-the old logic of events of ■which we_, in himself-for the triumph of the Socialist Work for the Exiles,
common xvith all revolutionary Sooiali.sts, ide.sl. _ Several of our readers in Great Britain,
have stressed thr^ inipovtnnoe—” demands The Social Revolution is spreading including some.who have no Irish blood
a new Course. The regulation of produc- noxv over all Central Europe, and it brings in their veins, "have asked us what as- 
tion can only be safeguarded if the proIe= the promise of freedom even to the be- sistance can they give the Lish Labour 
tariat takes over power.” And decbiTing nigbtod democracies of the West. Had Party and the International programme 
that the Entento aims at making Hun- it not been for the call from Ireland some of the Party. We are glad to have these 
gary a base for military operations of xis might have prefeiTed to stay where'inquiries, and we hope and believe they 
against' the Russian Soviet army, he con- the Revolution is carrying all before it. are symptomatic of a growing movement 
eludes: “I, as Provisional President of But—there is work to do here in Ireland, in Great Britain. To begin with, we sug­

gest that these friends and comrades as­
sist us in inoreasing the sale and cir­
culation of “ The Voice ” in Great Bri­
tain. We are quite conscious of all the 
defects of “The Voice,” hut if our rea- 

Scotland,_ England, and Wales 
will increase our cix'oulation in Great Bri­
tain the.v will help not only the move­
ment at home, hut as well the movement 
abroad. In the next place, our friends 
should take an active part in the Labour 
and Socialist movement in their own dis­
tricts, and in the general work of Lab­
our in Great Britain. We should like to 
see them figure more prominently, especi- 
ally in the Trade Unions, , But the politi- Cfiirk Socialists.

.Interesting lectures fill the evenings, locted. Again, and here is definite con^ Waves of questions ” prove the keen
rH* io=»l toterest Tribute S

all friends of Ireland and Irish Labour in^ the memory of Con O’Leyhane. i

'Tiu* xn’oletarian/rc-lahouririg ma:ise;j.

The Kidnapped Children.
(As passed by Censor.)

There has been no more damnable 
incident in the recent .
Ireland than the deliberate spiriting 
axx'ay from their homes of two children 
who, it js expeoied or intended, shall fur­
nish some clue to the identity''of the per­
son or persons who shot the wlicemen
in Tipperary some xveeks ago. , , xx. x xi. i • -i t
There is notliing as had as this so bad that the power which keeps vihem 
either in any medueval inquisition or in, in prison will not allow the truth to be 
the history of Tsaaist Russia-. We .have told. Every other power in Europe has 
a fairly extensive knowledge of the re- released its political prisoners, but Eng- 
oords of torture for the purpose of manu- land still holds scores of Mshmen im- 
facturing evidence, hut we have never prisoned here. The interned men. are in­
read of anything to surpass this. One of deed at home again, but they were not 
the children is bu-t 11 years old, and both released until the terrible tragedy df ' 
of them lived not less than four miles Piaras McCann’s death, left, no other 
axvay from the scene of the tragedy, course open. Must the release, and even 
Without the knowledge, much less the the human treatment, of the men in Bel- 
consent of their parent)^ these childa'en fast and Mountjoy aWait soma similar or 
xvere kidnapped by the Royal Irish Con- iv'orse tragedy in an Irish jail? That 
stabulary. They were seen crying hit- such tragedy may add one more foul stam 
>terly in the custody of the police on a 'to England’s prison records in Ireland, 
Dublin-bound train at Limerick June- and that soon no one can. doubt xvho 
tion. Since then they are hidden away knows the sufferings the pohticals are 
in the R.I.C. Depot in the Phoenix Park undergoing.^ Sunday’s me^ings have 
in Dublin, and xve have reliable informa- done good in exposing -^e situation be- 
tion that in their prison both of them hind the jail doors. But this is not 
cry piteously all day long. The police e^nough,_ and it _ cannot ^be effectwe. 
say they have everything children may Something more is xv^ted, and_ in the 
want—except, of course, their liberty and doing of that xve look for the active snp- 
Hieir mothers. As the R.I.O. and; the o* every element m tlie country mak-
Oastle officials were not horn of , women “S W pretension to some regard for
they cannot be expected to understand humanity, justice and decency. The 
the cry of a child. But we want to know: 'woncers m various quarters imgjit well 
Y^at law 'empowers the police to kidnap consider how they can help effectively to 
children by force? What law wilP per- bring those responsible for thus state of 
mit children of this tender age to give ^ff^s to some sense, do not say of 
evidence in a law court? What rights decency, but of responsibility, 
over their children have parents under *-aMur Day. .
the laws of Capitalist England, and _ We understand that at the recent
where now is the boasted sanctity of ihe Special Conference of Trade Unions m^y 
home ? cielegatos expressed themselves warmly m

favour of having International Labour 
Day observed as a xvorkers’ general holi­
day this year. Last year Labour Day 
was eclipsed by the greater glo^ of Ihe 
Anti-Conscription General Strike. The 
eagerness of the delegates to 'the Con­
ference is welcome exddence that this year 
the holiday movement xvill be widespread 
and xve hope it will be an All-Ireland 
ihovement, and include Belfast and the 
North-East.

terror in'

come a

Dublin and Limerick are 
already getting' a move on, Waterford, 
Wexford,^ Cork, Kilkenny, Derry, Droghe­
da, Dundalk, and other smaller centres 
should _ follpxy suit. The coming Labour 
Day will be invested with a new impor­
tance this year, since the Interna fciqnul 
Conference at Berne decided that J.abour 
Day should he devoted to- a world-xvide 
support of the International’s Rof^iety of 
Nations as opposed to the Paris Covenant. 
Nothing xxiilj go'fc more xvhole-hearted sup- • 
port amongst Irish xvopkers than this, and 
if the Trades "Councils and the Unions 
make ■thedr preparations for meetings, 
processions and demonstrations, Ireland 
xvill have an honoured place on iilay Day. 
But there is no time to lose—so get busy.
” The Daily Herald.”

pn Monday next “ The Daily Herald” 
will make its welcome re-appearance, and 
noxvhere xxpll it get a more sincere gieet- 
ing,than in Ireland. In the gi’eat days 
of 1913 the Irish workers’ best 'friend 
abroad was the “Daily Herald.” and x e 
knoxv -that the new series will he still 
more friendly and naore powerful than the 
old. We bespeak it the-support not only 
of the Irish workers hut of 'every friend, 
and champibn of good causes in Tx’eland. 
Hs nexvs seirvice, and particularly its for­
eign news service, xvill be second to itono 
in these counteies, and its views will be 
bonest and direct from every country in 
Exxitopo. ^ “ The Daily Herald ” is the 
only foreign journal with a special perma­
nent correspondent in Ireland, and when 
we say that that correspondent is both 
able and .well-informed upon every aspect 
of Irish affiaps, that he is, in fact, the 
present brilliant Irish correspondent off 
the weekly “ Herald,” and a most valu­
able contributor to “ The Voice,” we 
need give our readers no further assur­
ance that in at least one dailv in Enrin-nd 
the tni-tli an.'’ '-he whole truth aboxxt Ire­
land wifi he told. We are as eager for the 
new Daily Herald ” as we xvere when 
James Connolly first introduced ns to'the 
fighting little daily of the old “Limit” 
days.

BRmSH JUSTICE.
And on That!

Gourtmartial Sentence.
Timothy Dwyer, . of Cappamurra, Co. 

Tipperary, civilian, tried by District 
Courtmartial _ at _ Cork on 13th March, 
1919, for having in his possession a num­
ber of doeumonts.^ the' publication of 
xvhich_ would be likely to cause disaffec­
tion. In contrax'cntion of the Defence of 
the Realm Regulations, was foung guilty 
and sentenced to 15 months’ imprison^ 
ment with hard labour.

Look on this Picture.
At Belfast Assizes recently, James 

Vinters, a discharged soldier, was tried 
for the manslaughter of his wife. Evi­
dence sho-xx’ed ■that accused struck tho 
woman xvith his fist over the right eye. 
The jury found Vinters guilty, and rc- 
commonded him to the utmost, leniency 
of tho Court. His Lordship said he 
xvonM sentence the accused to three 
months’ imnrisonment in the second divi­
sion, to date from 2nd Jamiarv. the date 
of committal. Mr. Hill Smith, K.C., 
Croxvn Prosecnitor—According to prison 
rxiles 14 days antomaticallv come off, 
Which means that the prisoner will now 
be discharged.

A Solid Tribute.
In ^ remitting their account for the 

“Voice off Labour,” the Pearse-Connolly 
Club of Butte, Montana, add five dollars 
“^xtra.
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IHE FREE AND THE 
UBJECT IN CONTRAST

KURT EISNER.

I I
irHOMAS JOHNSON on Ireland cind Switzerland. -?•r

"S"iTOrdr'i°LS™ttor’croBsmgl to° Hvo "

aad JuHt tfone thiough the second night miliionT four
tiavelliug, just emerged from ten hours’
luitocation in an ov*i-crowded. over- 22
heated French railway tmih and found mountainourselve* in the oiiict of the Swiss Cub- im
toms at Genova fur another scrutiny of Lents^ require-
XWts. A question arose oveV a JuL
ilignt informality in one of the docu- fo„_ woelrR fn extending overme^tb.m which ** NVe, Arthur James liul- conhl n ^ largest towns,
four, a Member ot His Britannic
Majesty’s Moat Honourable Privy Coun- Swit^nrlsTifl and econonucall^
di, a Member of the Order of Merit/a land nohScahv paraUels with Ire-
Member of Parliament,, etc., etc., etc., trL^’Li 1^+1,^
Hii Majesty’s Principal Secretary of - • ■ . poles apart. Both
State for foreign Aitaifi, Itequqst and 
llequire in the name of His Majesty all 
those whom it niay concern Jo allow 
('fhomas Johnson) to pass freely without 
let or iunorance, anU to aiford nim every 
assistance and protection of which he 
may stand in need,” Some of those who 
appeai’ecl to be much concerned seemed 
to care precious little for the require­
ments and requests of His Biitannic 
Majesty or His Principal Secretaiy oi 
State for Foreign Affairs, but the young 
man called upon to assist in clearing tip 
tha little difficulty, seeing we Were from 
Ireland, asked: Pid we know Dublinr 
and Phoenix Parki' and the Shelbourue 
Hotel? He had been for two years train­
ing as a waiter in the Shelhourne, 
h^ leamed 'to speak English, and was 
kow back in Geneva as assistant pass­
port officer 1 VVe ware delighted with his 
welcome,-and his widies for the 8ucc“esB ol 
our mission. Ho had pleasant memories 
of Iieiahd, but, alas, bcmg but a youth 
when he left the city, he thought of Dub­
lin as the home of Guinness’s stout, and 
the place where the Phoenix Park Pace 
Meetings were held.
Bloody Balfour’s belays.

After an involuntary delay of five or 
six hours in the beautiful City of Lau- 
stime, we arrived in Berne about mid­
night on Thursday, February 6th. The 
CVinierenco had begun its sessions on the, 
previous Monday, but owing to the doubts 
and hesitancy of the said Arthur James 
Balfour and his age’nts, and the formali­
ties required by the Swiss Government, 
we bad keen kept back until almost too 
late.

It had been thought that the Confer­
ence would continue for three weeks, but 
the Austrian Elections and the German 
pohtical situation compeJed the delega­
tions from those countries to return 
home, and the jirogi^amme whwh^ad been 
mapped out prior to the Comfetwice had 
to be revised. ■

I propose to leave my colleague,
O’Shannoii, to deal with the worK 
Coherence, wiiile I touch upon some as­
pects of the social and pohtical life of 
Switzerland which I hope will bo of in­
terest.
My Estimate of Berne Internationaf.

I shall content myself therefore with 
•aying that, despite the criticism that 
■as come from both left and right, de­
spite the fact that the more vigorous 
tions of the Socialist and Labour 
Dient In
manoeuvred out or chose to remain out- 
mde, and, more serious still, that the in­
dustrialist elements in the movement of 
to-day were overshadowed by the politi­
cals t|ie upholders of the parliamentary 
method, and the revisionists, T believe that 
the Conference was a valuable piece of 
^ork, and will make possible a larger 
Congress, even more fully representative 

all sections of the Labour and Social- 
Mt movement in all countries, and to re­
build a greater and better organised 
Inter-National than that which failed in 
August. 1914, This is quite apart from 
the special Value which we in Ireland 
have a right to place upon the Berne 
Conference. We have secured a position 

tne Irish movement which canpot well 
be challenged in the future.

Ireland has been recognised by the or­
ganised Socialist and Labour move­
ments of the world as a distinct na­
tional unit, and be it remembered, 
several of the delegations represented 
Parties actually in power to-day, and 
eeweral ethers will be in power to-mor- 
fow or the day after.

, these men and women have real! and 
case stated, and a deal 

cr other much-needed educational propa- 
ganda regarding the relations between 
^rou)^ b.nd Englaud. hajs been carried
Henderson's Progress.

■Arthur JHenderson has often been ad- 
yeraely criticised in these pages. W® ®b.n 
th0_ more readily give him credit for 
unvingj^ with Camille Huysmans, been 
mainly instrumental in bringing togetiier 
this International Conference, overcom- 
wg enOTmous diffii’ultios and obstacles.
■om speech on the League of Nations re­
solution is of special interest to Ireland, 
and the following extract is specially 
mneworthy as coming from the man 
triiotn Lloyd George left “on the mat”:—

The Paris Peace Treaty must secure 
me comnlete reoognition of tho rights 
Of small nations, and even of those 
people within the British Empire itself 
—a reoognition of the principle that no 

. people must be forced under a save*

-I
^*1

.i-i

i

coun-
coun-

trie reiy upon imported grain, fuel, iron . 
both are countries mainly rural, and the 
rural populations depend upon pasture 
and dairying for their main support. 
Both ai^ countries of small peasant hold­
ings. The avea-age holding in Switzer­
land 13 2U acres. In Switzerland one- 
fouMh is a town population, in Ireland

1 bhon a third. Switzerland has
300.UOO peasant proprietors supporting 63 

population, Heland has 
•j36,000 agricultural’ holdings supporting 
dO per cent, of the population.
How the Republic Worki.

On the other hand, while Ireland is sub­
ject politmaily to the King of England. 
Switzerland is a federal republic g eon- 
federation of twenty-two States or can­
tons, each with a sepsrate constitution. 
In some of these cantons the purest form 
“£ democracy prerails, where the peopit 
themselres meet en mass.e at least, onct 
a year to carry on their own government 
to appomt the Executive Government.’ 
and to pass or reject legislative pro­
posals. But strangely enough, amongst so 
democratic a people the women have not 
yet citizen rights. The referendum 
initiative are in operation for both 
tpnal and federal legislation. Propor­
tional representation, after haring been 
tried m several cantons for some years, 
has now been adopted for tho federal 
legislature, and wifi take effect at the 
next elections.

Esaeeseer

Bavarian Delegate to Berne Congress 
murdered at Munich by Count Arc*

■ Walley.

to Qur Trade Union Congress, but with,a 
much closer organisation, more respon­
sibility and control over the industrial 
affairs of the affiliated Unions) reports 
that in twenty industrial groups out of 
583,770 workers eligible for membership 
148,30 are organised and 436,440 are not 
organised.
Railwayman Laaif*

The best organised trades are the rail­
way and postal workers, the printing 
trades and the metal and machine in­
dustry (including watch makers). 
Amongst the worst organised are the 
textile trades, employing a large num­
ber of women, and the building trades, 
in^which a large proportion of Italians 
are engaged.

The Railway and Postal workers com­
prise a total of 48,700, of which 27,000, 
or about 65 par cent., are organised. 
Of the 5,654 printers 6,054 or nearly 90 
per cent, are organised, and in the 
metal and machine industries out of 

'106,000 nearly 63,000 or 60 per cent, are 
in the Unions.

The textile^ trades, building trades, 
food and clothing and. distributive trades 

all badly organised, and despite the 
fact that the fairly well organised ‘rail­
way workers and'metal workers comprise 
28 per’cent, of the total number of eligible 
workers,’ not quite one quarter of the 
total ar* organised. (These figures are 
For the year 1917, a considerable im­
provement has taken place during 1918, 
following a general strike).

Taking the total of workers eligible for 
trade union membership in the two coun­
tries the advantage is greatly in Ire­
land’s favour, Ireland may claim 
300,000 organised out of 660,000 eligible, 
Switzerland has 148,000 organised out 
of 684,000 eligiible, or 46 per cent, in 
Ueland against 25 per cent, in Switzer­
land.
They Have a Good Press.
• But while the numerical percentage if 
low the efficiency of the organisation i" 
high. If we may take the report of th( 
metal workers as an example we finr’ 
recorded in great detail every ectivit' 
for tho year in every branch, particular! 
of every trade dispute and its result, 
branch activities, financial position, etc., 
etc., all in a well printed volume In Ger­
man oif 253 pages. This organisation of 
6A000 members publishes a weekly jour­
nal, “The Metallurgist,” one edition in 
French and one in German. No less 
than 60,000 copies of the German and 
25,000 copies of the French edition are- 
printed and sold every week I There ore 
no less than THIRTY trade union and 
socialist newapapers and journals in 
Switzerland. Mark that, thirty well 
printed, well edited journals controlled 
by the labour movement in a country 
the .size of Ireland with only half the 
number of organised workers.

I must leave to another time further 
oartieulars regarding labour and Social­
ist representation, the cost of living, 
wages, etc., and will close this contri­
bution by saying that we in Ireland 
may find in Switzerland many examples 
in the political and social conditiohs 
there well worth copying.

We did not see a bare-footed child nor 
an ifl'Clad man or woman, not a beggar, 
nor a child street hawker during our 
four weeks’ sojourn.
May the,^day soon daira ’when as much 

can be .said, of Ireland.

ano
can-

Swifes Cabinet Ministers are not over­
paid. The President of the Republic re­
ceives £800 a year, the other members of 
the Federal Council (roughly equivalent 
to the British Cabinet), £720 * year, plus 
free railway travelling.
Bilingual Education.

The ^andard of popular education, is 
high. There are seven universities, and 
another is proposed. Primary schools in 
the towns are largo and spacious, and the 
educational system is generally under the 
control of the cantons subject to certain 
general federal requirements, ^is local 
autonomy appears to work satisfactorily 
permitting of adaptation to suit local 
conditions. But it must be noted there 
is, to begin with, a high level of educa­
tional achievement amongst the general 
population, and a popular belief in ^e 
value of Education.

Every child learns two languages in the 
primary' schools,generally German and 
French, or in the Italian-speaking 
tons, Gorman and Italian—German is the 
home language of 69 per cent., French of 
21 per cent., and Italian of 8 per cent, of 
the people. And while everyone can 
speak or understand at least two lan­
guages, a very considerable p'umber can 
read or speak a third. We found, es- 
peciall.v at Berne, in railway stations, 
post offices, shops, and even on tramway 
cars that Engfisn was understood by 
someone.

One would look far in- Ireland or Eng­
land for a newspaper seller at a street 
corner stand wiffii three languages, but 
we found one in Berne who could talk to 
us in German, French, or English.

While the federal law fixes twelve as 
the limit of primary school age for com­
pulsory attendance in all cantons, includ­
ing the small rural communities, in some 
of the cantons it has been raised to four­
teen, fifteen, and even sixteen years.
A Nation of Readers.

One result of this high standard is the 
prevalence of first class book shops. It 
seemed to us there were almost as many 
as there are publicdiouses here I As one 
book-seller informed us (a German 
settled years ago in Berne) it is by no 
means unusual for an ordinary workman 
to pay ten francs (say 8/6) for a book.

The hook shop windows divide their 
wares into two departments, scientific 
and technics books and books on politics 
sociology, history, etc. Novels and light 
literature appeared to be kept in a su­
bordinate place.
How Swiss Labour Organises.

The Labour and Socialist movement is 
active and strong in'some cities, but the 
industrial organisation generally has not 
reached a high percentage numerically. 
In the industries where "Trade Union- or­
ganisation has been, successful, particu- 
larlv tffie metal workers, while the per­
centage of eligibles organised is not very 
high, the manujer and effectiveness of the 
organisation commands our admiration.

Of the' population of four millions 
about 900,000 are recorded in the reports 
of the Federation of Unions as dependent 
workers in specific industry, 400,000 to 
450,000 are oc''upied in agricultural, Tha 
Federation of Tradee Unions (equivalent

are

can-sec-
move-

some countries had been

T. J.
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“FEED MY LAMBS.”

0iv..i8 Command If madt Ifligal by 
English Homo Secretary* i

On December 16th, 1918, Eamontt
Fleming and Frank Thornton, then' in* 
torned without charge or trial, sent on 
behalf of the Irish Itopublican pDsonere 
in Reading Jail, a sum of £2 to Walter 
Carpenter for tho GonnoUy Memorial 
Children’s Treat.

As they f^ed to receive any acknow­
ledgment, either direct or through the 
“ Voice,” they wrote on January Iffth 
to Walter, asjting it he had received the 
£2. Carpenter’s reply to this inquiry did 
not reach the jadl.

On January 26th tlie prisoners were 
informed that the money had been re­
turned to the jail by order of the Home 
Office. No reason was given. Persever-' 
ingly they sent the money .on the road 
once more on January 29th, with the 
request that, as the treat was past, the 
sum should be devoted to soifio “ chari­
table ” purpose.

On February 21st the money and the 
letter df advice were returned, with • 
^vering note from the Home Office, 
■which stated:—

/ It has been dpcided that the trani- 
massion of this sum for an object m 
vaguely stated cannot dn the circuns- 
stances be authorised.”
Ultimately the letter of January 29th, 

with a footnote dated February 21 st, did 
reach Liberty Hall. It is impossible to 
understand the refusal of the authorities 
to Mlow this donation to reach its desti­
nation, for money for the Connolly Me­
morial Treat was received from every
place of internment, even from Reading 
Jail. ■

The working of the Treat last Christ­
mas left a balance of qver £28, wliioh is 
being carried forward. But for the re­
stricted accommodation of Liberty IBEaJI, 
the entire sum would have been expended 
on the kiddies. es-
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<7 MARX and LONGUET ON IRELANDPLAIN WORDS 
AT BERNE. (Our readera trill.reniemberJchat in th»

Marx Centenary number of '^Tbe \oice 
we printed ceitain statement# of Marx 

Tbcre Can be no Peace UbUI Ireland Is on Ireland. These we are now able to 
Free, snpplement from Longoet’# _ brilliant

On me proposal to appoint a Permanent study, “ La Politique Internationale du 
Commission of the International, composed ilarxisme,’^ which, however, we were un- 
of representatives of the bigger nations only, able to get tmtil we reached Genera.
Torn Johnson spoke with effect, and secured At the beginning of March we sent from 
the election of a comprehensive Commission Geneva a translation of these passages 
in which the delegates of the small nations to the ‘‘Voice” and to another office in 
have their rightful place. Dublin, but the Post Office has not yet

We give the speech below. delivered either of them. We quote the
Mr, President and Comrades, whole passage below, leaving both Lon-

^ I wish to support Mr. Stuart Sunning in guet and Marx to speak for themselves, 
hi# emphasis on the'heed for bringing direct The capitals are Marx’s, not ours.— 
pressure to bear upon the Paris Conference, C; 0 S.) 
and his claim that this necessity should be 
constantly present in the minds of the dele­
gates.

The workers of Ireland felt that this Con­
ference at Berne, if it rose to the height of 
it# rightful position, would come to decisions 
upon the various questions brought to its 
consideration, and, having decided, would lay 
the^ decisions before the Paris Conference,

- saying these are the decisions of the Berne 
Conference representing the workers of the
world, and it is your business to put them jEand League as he had followed the pre- 
Into practice, I vious revolutionary movement of the

W« feel that this Conference is not acting Eenians. Besides be considered that the hearsal in Ireland.” 
up to its responsibilit es: instead oI com* liberation of Ireland was called for if And Marx backed up this strong affir- 
manding. It is pleading with-the Paris Con* most considerable influence was to mation of his faith in the freedom of all 
ference of Governments. While support ng exorcised oh the revolutionary deve- Ipooples^i^S^’ •
Mr, Stuart Bunnlng in respect of his views iopniSQfc of England and the whole of V 'What ancient Rome showed ns upon 
on this matter, I protest against the sugges- Europe. Hence he wrote on April 6, ad enormous scale is repeated in our day 
tioh that the^permanent.Commission should 1868, to Dr. Kugelman:— id England : THE , PEOPLE WHICH
be restricted to the representatives of the big ■ ” The Established Church in Ireland is ’SUBJUGATES ANOTHER PEOPLE 
nations—France, Germany, Great Bhtain, religious bulwark of English land- FORGES FOR ITSELF ITS OWN 
Austro-Bohemia, with Branting, Huysmans) lordism in Ireland as well as the ad- OHAINS.” 
and Henderson, ’ ’ vanced outwork of the Church of Eng- And 'he concludes:

Let us remember that this is a Labour (I speak here of the (^urch of Eng- ^ “Thus the position of the Interna-
and Socialigt Conference, and any Commis- only as a lend proprietor). If the tional Association on the Irish question 
sion of this kind must include representatives pdurch falls in Ireland it will fall also is quite definite and clear. The first 
of the small and subject nations, and nations ^ England and landlordism in Ireland need is to push forward the social revo-
lately subject. Even Paris is reported as first of all, and then “in England, will lution in England. , To this end a great
having agreed to give larger representation IL Now- for a Iqng time past I blow must be struck in Ireland.”
to the small nations on some of its Commis- con-vinced that the Social Revolution The resolutions of the General Council
sions. If Paris sees this to be necessary, °irist begin at the base, tha't is to say, on Irish amnesty would serve to intro- 
surely Berne Won’t be less Just? landed property. addition, this duce other resolutions which would affirm

would have the very important result that, apart from all question of inter- 
that when the Irish Church is dead the national Justice, “it is a condition pre- 
Irish Protestant farmers of the provide cedent of the emancipation of the Eng- 
of Ulster would unite with the Catholic lish working class that the present'
tenants in the other three provinces of forced Union—that is to say, the en-
Ireland and attach themselves to their slavement of Ireland—should be trans­
movement, whereas up to the present- formed into A FREE AND EQUAL CON-
kndlordism has been able to exploit FEDERATION, if it can, into SEPAR-
this religions antagonism.” (1). • ATION, if it must,” (2).

A very precise and attractive state- Some months previously Marx wrote 
ment of-hlarx's conception of the Irish to Kugelman: ' ■*.
question is found in a circular on the ‘‘l am more and more convinced—and 
chief problems which the General Coun- it is only a Question of impressing it 
cil of the International was called upon upon • the English, wor^ng class—that 
1x3 solve, addressed in 1870 to the Bruns- that class can never attempt anything 
wick Committee, the central organ of decisive so long as it does not- separate, 
the Eisenach Party, then represented by in the most definite fashion, its'Tri'sli 
laehkimcht and Bebel in the Parliament policy from the jmlicy of the ruling 
or North Germany. ^ classes. It must not be content with

® same time are to he found merely making common cause -with the 
Marx B opinions on England and the Irish; it must go further and 'take the 
great part he attributed to England in ini-tiative for the dissolution of the Union 
the international revolution. We shall of 1801 and replace it by a, FREE 
return to that. On the Irish question FEDERAL COVENANT.” (3)

w fie added that on the other hand
It England is the bulwark of land- this would have to he done still more in 

lordism and .European capitalism the the very interest Of the English prole- 
,wfiere the great blow against tariat than in sympathy for Ireland- 

official England can be struck is Ireland. “ The present relations between the 
P^^c®) Ireland is the bulwark two peoples not only paralyse the social 

or English landlordism. If it falls in Ire- ev-olution of England, but as well the 
land it will fall in England. In Ireland position of England aa regards Russia 
the operation is a hundred times more and the United States of America, 
easy, because the economic struggle in “As it is incontestahW T-ffw v'Krr 
Treknd is concentrated exclusively on LTSH WORKING CLASS WHTPFr 
landed property, because in Ireland this WILL mCLINE THE BALAN^^^S 
struggle 18 at the same time national, FAVOUR OF SOPTAT 
and because there the people are more TION WE MUST PRESS 
revolutionary and more readily aroused WITH ALL OUR STRFN-p^^ 
than in England. Landlordism in Ire- .it wS Ireland wh,Vh W ??\ 
knd is maintained exclusively by the fall of the RpnnhT’ ^ont the

In the^ second place “the English - IDEM, (3)
bourgeoisie has not only exploited Irish 
poverty in order to hold dewn, through in 
the compulsory emigration of the poorer 
Irish, the -working class ih England, but 
it has besides divided the proletariat 
into two hostile camps. The revolutionary 
fire of the Celtic worker does not com- 
Inne the steady hut slow nature of 
the Anglo-Saxon worker. On the con­
trary, in the great industrial centres in

England there i# a deep antagonism 
between the Irish wage-earner and the 
English wage-earner. . . * This^ anteg- 
onism among the wage-earners in Eng­
land itself is artificially fed and ius- 
tained by the bourgeoisie. The bour­
geoisie knows that this division is the 

secret of the maintenance of its

Allotment Holders
AND COTTAGERS,

BUY YOUR SEEDS FROM

eAlUOH 6't)tl1t3ni-|1 *1 A CHuit)
SesdsimeiTs A Grower*' Agents.

true 
power.”

“ Further, this antagonism i# repro­
duced beyond the Atlantic. The L'ish, 
driven from their native soil by cattle 
and sheep, find themselves together again 
in the United States, where they form a 
formidable and ever-growing part of the 
population. Their only thought, their 
only passion, .is hatred of England. The 
English Government and the American 
Government—^that ia to say, the classes 
which they represent—feed these passions 
in order to perpetua-te the international 
struggle which hinders all earnest anc 
effective alliance between the working 
classes of both sides and consequently al 
common liberation. Ireland is the Eng­
lish Government’s only excuse for main­
taining a large standing army which, in 
case of need, is thrown, as is seen, 
against the English workers after it has 
completed its military training and le-

. P
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. Tfi# very Best Seeds of the HighiMt ♦ 
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The cause of Ireland interested Marx 
not one whit less than the cause of 
Poland or of -Hungary, or Lincoln’s 
struggle, against American slavery- Here 
again this pure theorist of the class 
struggle shows himself to us as the faitn- 
ful. defender of an oppressed nationality 
and as taking the greatest interest in its 
liberation. Until Ws last breath he was 
to follow with passionate interest Ire­
land’s struggles under Parnell and the

®®*^d your orders and, enquirieg to any mt 
the folio wing;;—

Mrs. j. Cussen, Kilshe 
CashtI, Co. Tipperary;

. House,

John Mac Cormaic, Cappainurra, bun* 
drum. CO. Tipperary;

Padruig Mac Cormaic, Cork Jail, k
direct to

Races Still Enslaved.
I want to impress on the Conference that 

the subject nations are entitled to claim 
special consideration from the Labour and 
Socialist Parties, and to point out that all the 
peoples lately under the subjection of Russia, 
Germany, and Austria have now some form 
of free state organisation, some form of 
national autonomy. But the nations subject 
to the British Empire still remain in snbjec* 
tion. No freedom has come to them, no 
freedom is even promised, now the war Is 

India, Egypt, and Ireland are still 
held to tliat Empire by military power.

I want to warn the Conference that there 
caa be no peace in the world while these 
subject peoples are held to England by force, 

. • The right of free self-determination must be 
secured to them as well as to Belgium, Al: 
eace-Lorraine, Serbia, Poland, the Czecho'- 
Skvaks, and the other peoples lately held to 
the empires of Russia, Austria, Germany 
and Turkey.

EAMON O’DUIBHIR,
Reieaidd again and at tha old addrats, 

KILSHENANE HOUSE, CASHEL,

1
Wa^ara not appealing throughinrougn your 
[J^Donal^ aontimont for orders. Thia 

‘ " Proposition.IS simply a Business Proposition.
better or quite at 

gMd elsewhere, if you require the 
Very Best Results from your Allot- 
ment or Carden, send us your Seed 

Order.
over.

..S' -Cash with Order, less 10 per cent. 
discounL Deliveries made within a 
week of receipt of your Order#.
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Carthage-Must be Destroyed,
We speak -with knowledge when we say 

that the war between England and Ireland 
will go on, no matter what pretence of peace 
IS planned at Paris, until the freedom of 
Ireland.^ won. By recurring insurrections, 
and in every other way that presents itself, 
the Irish people will continue the struggle, 
and they will be backed by their kinsmen in 
America, Australia, South Africa, and in 
Britain itself.

Despite the presence of a hundred thousand 
British soldiers, and all the paraphernalia of 
modern warfare, the young men and women 
of Ireland will continue the struggle in arms. 
It-lies with this Conference to do its part 
towards bringing, a peace of Justice to 
Ireland.

FOLEY’S
25 BACHELOR’S WALK

FOR
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THING 

in the

Typewriter & Duplicatliig Line,

FOR YOTJR"to Kuglemai 
Mouvement Socialiste ” of Jub 

15, 1903, page 418.
(2) Circuluar of the General Connei 

^ the International communicated b' 
Marx to Kugelman. Letters from Mar>

Mouve-^nt Sociahate, September, 1903,

(3) Idem., page 89.

ADLER AND LONGUET.
WINTER SUIT OR COSTUMENot Afraid of Pebple's Dictatorship.

The leading idea of the policy which we 
have energetically and indefatigably pursued 
throughout the whole course of the war, was 
the reconstitution of the international front 
^ the conscious revolutionary proletariat. 
This same fundamental principle also deter­
mined our attitude towards the Berne Con- 
feretlce.

We maintain that this Conference runs 
the risk of provoking grave criticism, not 
because of what is contained in its resolu­
tions, but because certain commonplace 
truths have been -expressed tCo late, not 
during the war, but after the war is over.

On the other hand,. the resolution on 
Democracy and Dictatorship gives rise to 
most ser ous objections, 
who have passively or actively hindered in­
ternational action for four and a half years, 
who have thought it their duty to abstain 
from any international meeting, now eagerly 
utilise the Conf^nce for a course of action 
which will Inevitably Increase the difficulties 
of the International.

We warn the working classes aga'nst 
any kind of stigma which may be ap*

SEE—

THOS.J. LITTLE, i
Ipage The Tailoring ^pceiaHat. 

Hugt Stock of Irish Manufacture toieled 
from. Style, Fit and Finish Guaranteed. 

Only Address:—

38 DRURY STREET, DUBLIN
[One Door from Exchequer Street).

agencies of the Central Empires 
the Entente have vied with one another 
to day **** continues nnclianged

trig classes of all countries 
the future. We desire to reserve free entry 
mto the International for ail Socialist and 
Revolutionary Parties of all countries 
scious of their class interests.

The majority of the sub-committee 
not listened to our warnings. We do

parties to any action against the 
International, and we cannot be bound by 
the resolution as a whole, since certain para- 
graphs can be exploited by the bourgeoisie.

this document was adopted by the 
National delegates from Holland, Norway, 
Ireland, and Spain, the delegates represent- 
mg the majority of the French Socialist 
Party, half the German-Austrian delegation 
and on his own behalf by one Greek delel 
gate. The signatories are■

Austria. Friedrich Adler; France, Jean 
Longuct, Mistral, Paul Faurc, Marcel 
Cachin, Frossafd, Vereuil, Presse. 
manne; Germany, Herzfeld; Norway, 
Scheflo, Traumal; Greece, Petridis: 
Ireland, O’Shannoa^ Johnstn,

and
more difficult in

^ We do not wish, by passing premature 
judgment on political methods, to-be 
victims of the
calumnies of bourgeois governments. To our 
^eat regret we are unable to rely solely on 
the information received from those Russian 
delegates present at the Conference, who 
represent only a minority of the Russian 
working class. We do not cast the slight­
est doubt on their good faith, but we must 
demand that the Internatbnal remain true 
to Its old principle of hearing both sides 
before coming to a decision. The ’ Berne 
Conference is but a first feeble attempt at

.0 .h. sow., RopuMfe.
We have not material for a and Swiss are standing aside! Others are
Judgment. One thifig only do we know taking part reluctantly.

cam. We have warned you against any decision

con-

the havemanoeuvres and interested not
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IRISH versus BRITISH UNIONS.

To the Editor, *' Voice of Labour.”
Dear 8ir,*- The articles on above sub­

ject in last week’s ” Voice ” raise a ciuos- 
tuon of paitii ular iutei’csb to all Irish . 
workers ^v liieli does not receive the atten­
tion it should, it was shown how Irish 
nionibttr.s of a ISritish Uiulon wore lot 
dowii by tho lattin.

May-I lrc:gjfardonod for introduedng a 
subject .wluGh has already been discussed 
ad nauseani ? But tho Oath of Allegianco 
furnishes a striking example of the folly ’ 
dc Irishmen deimnding on English asso- 
ciatibns to give them oven value for their 
subscription money. It was shown liy 
tlio small body of Dublin Civil Servants 
who were endeavouring to fight the oath, 
that tlieir weakness in the opporition 

.was mainly duo to tire fact that Irish 
0. S. Associations were either branches 
or merely tail-ends of English bodies I 
Also the A,I.P.0.0.-“which is Irish only 
in name—issued an official circular in 
whioli they stated, that it wuis not advis­
able for them to oppose tho Oath, as it 
was not being fought by English associa­
tions! Irish po.stmon wore left in the 
same position by the English Postmen’s 
Federation,

Experience is a dear school, but Irish 
dockers and Civil Servants have had a 
wholesome ‘lesson. Will they profit 
thereby, and take Eie management of 
their own trade union affairs into their 
own hands P

For the dockers I cannot answer, but 
do not expect much from the O.S., the 
majority of whom are merely milk and 
water trade unionists'. Note the result 
of the recent plebiscite of the A.I.P.0.0.
—^the majoiiity favour affiliation with 
Irish labour, but are not prepared to 
stand in with their fellow''-workers and 
take part in the fight 1—Is mise,

BAHANAC,
(It is, .perhaps, unfair to sajv that the 

result of the ballot in the A..1.P.0,0. is- 
a refusal to take part in the fight. The, 
members gave a oommonsense answer to"’ 
a stupid c^uostdon the framing of which 
is no credit to th governing body of the 
Association,—^BD.)

NEWCASTLE IRISH AND LABOUR IN 
IRELAND.

Despite the “ Neivcastle Ohronicle’s 
lament for the absence of Nationalist 
M.P.’s, the annual celebration of St. 
Patrick’s Day in the Capital Oity of tho 
“ Geordies ” was large and enthusiastic. 
The D.T.L., G-B., was opposed to any de­
monstration being held, but the younger 
and revolutionary forces went ahead on 
their own and secured the largest Irish 
gathering held in Neweastle-on-Tyne since 
1914, ]m% Chas. Diamond, metamorph- ■ 
osed _ into a Labour • man, and Wm. 
O’Brien, Secretary of the Irish I/abour 
Party _an^ Trade Union Congress, were 
the princdipal speakers.

Mr, O’Brien’s record of the growth of 
Irish Labour, and of Connolly’s part in 
it, as the prophet martyr of Industrial 
Unity, were waianly applauded, (Mr. M, 
Connolly (Boilermakers’ Society) moved 
the vote of thanks to the speakers. The 
speeches were followed by an enjoyable 
concert.

The organising committee, of winch Mr. 
W. O’Neill, secretary of Felling-on-Tyne 
Trades Council, proved a highly efficient 
secretary, entertained Mr. O’Brien to 
dinner at the County Hotel, at which 
speeches wore delivered by Messrs. P. 
Hayes, B.A. (Chairman); Councillor 
Smyth (Newcastle Labour Party), and 
Wm. O’Brien.

The local labour and Irish .movements 
(practically identical in personnel) are 
keenly ivatching the advance of Irish 
Labour, and are eager for direct infor­
mation of its pipgres-s. The local branch 
of the National Union of General Labour­
ers (invited Mr. O’Brien to speak on Irish 
Labour at a demonstration, %vhich was ■ 
also addres.sed by Bt. Hon, J. B. Clynes.
The Widow’s Curse.

The Scottish “ Foi’watd ” quotes this 
advertisement from the “ Ardrossan and 
Saltcoats Herald” (14/3/19):—

WALKER—In loving memory of my 
dear husband, Guiiner Robt. Wal­
ker, B.6.A.. died Hydepark Mili-' 
tary Hospital, Plymouth, 17th 
March, 1917.
Sacrificed for a callous and unjust 

country.
May Gcd avengo my children, 

Inseiied by his widow.
26 Portland Street, Troon.

_ W. Lorimer.—'More, about confedera­
tion by all means.
Chinese Labour.

The Massey-Harris Co., makers of reap­
ers and,binders, have been employing hun­
dreds of Chinamen during the war.

70.000 Chinamen have been brought 
into^Canada, the Govemmeet kindlv re­
mitting the Poll-tax of 500 dollars imposed 
by law on all Asiatic settlers.

The skilled Chinese workman earns only 
about 20 cents a day. as against the 
Canadian’s 3.60 or 4.00 dollars.

&THE .VOICE OXi’ LABOUB.

LABOUR IN IRELAND
IS UNIONISM SCUBBERY?

A BOSS GLASS UNION 0,F HEARTS.
Lord Farnham, D.S.O., ik Cliairluan, pi 

tho Irish Unionist Alliance. On his e.s'-' 
tates in Co, Cavan the workers are or­
ganised ill the J;T. and G.W.U., and liavo 
iiad the temerity to suggest a nine-hour 
lyorkiing day. All who would not imme­
diately accept the bo-ss’s conditions—work 
from morn to night-wvore sacked, thus 
precipitating a strike,.

His Lordship refuses to recognise the 
Union, or to meet tho organiser. In this 
he, the Unionist Landlord and sworn foe 
of Irish Independence, 'is fully imK>orted 
by Mr. P. A. Galligan, Ohauiman of the 
Cavan Urban Council and Cavan Sinn 
Fein Club,

Once more it is proven beyond a per- 
adventure,that the employing class has no 
politics, but its pocket? Th& Orange and 
Green sham fights of politics aa-e got up to 
'amuse the workers in times of industrial 
peace, and to divide them in moments of 
strug^e.

Lord Farnham, however, has been 
forced by the solidarity of the workers ir­
respective of their individual political 
opinions to"consent to be bound by the 
result of tho negotiations between Cavan 
Farmers’ Union and the I.T. and G.W.U.

IRISH COAL MINERS AND THE COAL 
COMMISSION.

Liist week Air. Wm. C’Brion, roiirc- 
sonting the Irish Trausporb and General 
Workers’ Union, liad an interview w ilii 
Mr. Bqtort Hraillio, President Afiners’ 
Federation of Gt, IJiutuin, in JmiiUou, 
with reference to th© Coal Commisrion 
ami how the miners in Ireland (who are 
all organised in the I.T. and G.W.U.) 
would bo affected by it. Th© whole mat­
ter was fully discus.sod and a line of ac­
tion agreed to. ■ Mr. Smillio was most 
fxiendly, and promi.sed to give all the sup­
port in his power. He expressed the 
greatest satisfaction of heaping from Air, 
O’Brien of the wonderful pi-ogi-ess ivhich 
the I.T. and G.W.U, and the Jjaibour 
movement in Ireland generally is making, 
and promised to accept an invitation from 
the I.T. and G.W.U. to visit Irelancl as 
soon as his, engagements would pennit 
him to do so.

MARXIAN SCHOLAR IN IRELAND.
J. T. Waton-Newbould, At,A., the fore­

most authority on the control of industry 
by-_ organised capital, is visiting Ireland 
to investigate the peaceful pienetration of 
Ireland by English capital. His informa­
tion win probably be more candidly ex­
pressed, than that of Mr. B. J. Kelly, 
K.O., whose recent deliverance on the 
subject can only be ebaraoterised as 
rant hypocrisy, for Air. Kelly is Cardinal 
Logue’s nominee on tlie Board of the 
Goschen-controlled National BanJe. 
National Bank has long ceased to be Iilish, 
and its operations clhected from London 
make Irish industry and the Irish Churcli 
tributaries of English capital.

Air. ATaton-Newibould is no stranger in 
Ireland, as he lived for some years in 
AVaterford. It has been arranged that he 
will address several meetings under the 
auspices of the I.T. and G.W.U.

CLERKS, PLEASE NOTE!
Air. E. H. Andrews, D.L., says clerks 

are perhaps the worst paid body of work­
ers in Ireland. Had Dermot Logue said 
that he would be charged with trying to 
set class against class. We place dm- 
filicit reliance on Mr. Andrew’s word in 
this instance. As a private employer and 
a director of public companies, he is a 
large employer of olerioal labour. He 
knows how badly clerks are paid, and his 
public adihission is no doubt merely a 
precedent to the concession in full of the 
demands of the N.A.U, Shop Asmstants, 
AVarehousemen and Clerks, pre.sonted 
lately to the wholesale drug houses. '

Co-operation,
We are informed by the “Irish, Ales- 

songer ” Office that Father Oanavan’s 
pamphlet on “ Oo-operatioh ’ ’ is still in 
stock. Single copies ai-e 2d., or by post, 
2Jd. Transport Union branches' will be 
supplied with thirteen copies to the 
dozen at the special rate of Is. 3d. per 
dozen, postage 4d. extra. Orders should 
be sent direct to the “ Irtish Messenger ” 
Office, 6 Great Denmark Street, Diibliu.

ar-

The

WHITE SLAVERY IN DUBLIN.
According to B. Seebohm llowntree, 

the necessary minimum bare living wage 
fpr a woman .should be not less than 
twenty-five .soilings a ■«''e6k.

The following advertisements from tho 
Dublin “ Evening Mail ” show the cur­
rent value of female flesh in this 
Christian city:—

Smart woman go foom 10 to 4 daily; 
good scrubber; plain cooking; for 
3s. 6d. per week.

Wanted—Strong General' (indoor), 
early riser; must be recommended; 
mges, -ISs. monthly., Beply, Box 
1)945, this Office.

Wanted, strong humble General, 
outdoor; recommended; 6s. weekly, in­
surance paid. Call after 6, 12 Great 
Denmark Street. , .

_ AVhen can we return to the revolu­
tionary religion which sings,.“He hath 
exalted the liumble and meek; He hath 
filled the hungry with good tHngs, but 
the rich He hath sent empty away ” ?

MEATLESS MISERY.
At Cavan, the other Friday, Peadar 

O’Donnell was holding forth on the miseiy 
of the worker’s life and the poverty of 
Ms table.“ How many of you,” he 
asked, “had rashers and eggs for break­
fast this morning?” _

“ None of us,” cried a voice. “ This 
is a fast day.”

As Peadar obseiwed, too many workers 
have seven fast days every

It was on another Friday a w rxer's 
wife sent little Jolinny out hastily to buy 
his father’s dinner, “ Bring a pound of 
sausages,” she said.

Becollectlng the day when the boy re­
turned, she sent him back with the sau­
sages and told Mm to get his money back.

“Bring the sausages back to youi’ 
mammy,” said the buteher, when he heard 
the boy’s request. “They’re all right. 
There’s no meat in thexd,”

Ballaghadereen.
This healthy branch reports an in­

crease of wages to the direct labour. 
Gangers now have £2, and general la- 
hourers 30s, a week. Other town work­
ers have also had the ten boh rise. week.

and much distrust by those people and 
Powers which the war has not damned 
spiritually for a generation. If indeed 
through America, Australia, and the 
homeland, with such interested or dis­
interested help as can he enlisted on the 
Continent, Ireland can bring pressure to 
bear on the Peace Conference the path 
wiU be easier; if not it iwill be harder 
again before rit is easier, for it will be 
the path which one Half O'f Europe is 
treading in hunger and worse than hun­
ger. For all that, the mission in. Paris 
is absolutely necessary, and indeed for 
that very reason it has found its ample 
justificatioa. _ ,

For OUT own part, the Irish Labour 
delegation did excellent work in Paris., 
in spite" of the. terribly high prices, for 
Paris is making its visiters pay before it 
takes its indemnity from t&e Germans, 
whom it feels it has not yet beaten 
thoroughly. Longuet was again our 
best friend, and his position in the 
French movement makes his practical 
Irish sympathy of the first importance. 
His own paper, “ Le Populaire,” now the 
favourite of the demobilised po-ilus, and 
“ L’Humanite,’’ which has more than 
recovered its influence and authority 
under Cachin and especially its Foreign 
Editor, Amadee Dunois, welcomed us 
gladly, nay, asked for us, and has done 
as. much for Ireland as the most exact­
ing of us could demand. “La Bataille,” 
too. after an unfortunate but quite 
understandable mistake, was eager to 
put our views exactly as we gave them, 
and wants nothing better than to take 
Iri.sh Labour’s,position on the Irish ques­
tion as its own. _ And this is significant, 
since “ Ln Bataille ” is the daily organ 
of the O.G.T., in which the embers of the 
old revolutionary fire are again stirring. 
A new French edition of our Alemoir is 
now being published in Paris.

We did not tarry in Paris, but hurried 
home through London, where we pres.sed 
the Irish claims again in quarters friendly 
of old and others friendly now, and home 
to Dublin, dear to both of us even after 
the greater glories and fewer infamies 
of_ some of the Continental cities, but 
still dear, old, Mvahlo and not unloving 
or uplovel Dublin.

a O’S.
FNext week we sfiall report on 
the general proceedings at Berne, 
and record our impressions of 
the international conference.^

IRISH TAILORS FOR UNITY.
The Conference of Tailoring Trade 

- Unions and Branches in Ireland, which 
met ^ in Ardee Hall, .Dublin, on St. 
Patrick’.s Day, bad delegates from the 
Tipperary, Drogheda, and Limpick 
'branches A.S.T. & T., the International 
Tailors, Preusers, . and Machinists, 
Dublin, Galway, Clonrnel,’ Derry, Tralee, 

‘Ballinasloe, and Dublin Women’s .bran­
ches of the Irish Tailors and Tailoresses 
Union. Many branches unable to send 
delegates expressed their suppbrt of the 
project of one big union for all garment 
workers.

It was unanimously agreed that the 
Irish T. & T. Union is the one union for 
all workers engaged in the tailoring and 
clothing industry, and all local unions 
and branches of unions' are urged to link 
up with the national body.

A discussion of ways and' means df em­
bracing all the scattered units •was ad­
journed for four_ weeks to enable dele­
gates to obtain instructions from their 
branches .

The Conference, proceeded to elect the 
Executive Council of the Irish Tailors 
and Tailoresses Union. Mr. .Tohn 
McGarvey (Londonderry) was chosen 
President, and Messrs. Joseph Power 
(Clonmel). James Sherlock (Dublin), J. 
Doyle (Tralee). Fred. Eeardon (BalHnas- 
loe). Wm. O’Brien, . and Ed. Alurnby 
(Dublin) as Council members. John 
Clinton and Dermot J. Stewart wore 
elected treasurer and secretary respec­
tively.

IRISH FUND FOR THE FAMINE- 
STRICKEN.

Europe is Starving, and Supplies CAN 
be Sent.

Will You Not Hein to Send Them?
Contributions received and acknow­

ledged by Treasurer Irishwomen’s Inter­
na tional League, 29 South Anne Street. 
Dublin, Cheques crossed Hiternian 
Bank.”

Cumannacht na liEire^nn, 
SUNDAY EVENING r.ECTTTRER; 

TRADES HALL. CApfiL STREET, 
DUBLIN.

On Sunday Next. 60th inst., 
at 8 p.m. nromot.
MR. L. P. BATOE.

subject! “ Ralahine—The Irish Utopia.”
Questions and Discussion Irnriterl. 

Admission Free: Musfo: Collectpon.
Branch Booms at 42 No^ffi Great 

George’s Streettenen each evemuc.
Members’ monthly meeting on Friday, 

2Sth inst., at 8 p.m, prompt.

March 29, 1919,

presenting IRELAND’S CASE. 
By Cathal O'Shannon.

(From Front i’ago.)

V/e Got 'a Good Press.
It was not only to the delegates and 

the visitors we were able to put our 
case, but in many interviews during the 
Conference to the representatives of 
many important newspapers in many 
countries. One of the first of them was 
in Aipo^*^^. ^ personal friend of Pad- 
vmc Col'um’s. Again and again they 
came to us eager tor news—for hints on 
what is. going to happen in Ireland most 
of all.. And we weren’t tongue-tied. 
Whaiever.the Press of England may be, 
the Press bf the world was eminently 
friendly.' In all, there were 260 repre­
sentatives of the Press‘of all countries, 
from Japan to North, and South America, 
and from Greece to'Norway and Sweden, 

'with all Europe in between. The Euro­
pean Press, and even the agencies proved 
rather better to us than might have beeVi 
expected, and -we'found, ourselves figur­
ing as prominently as most of the dele­
gates, the big guns of course excepted, 
in important newspapers in a dozen lan­
guages, including even “Le Temps-” 
-The Swiss Press was very friendly to 
what one of the best of them playfully 
called, “ les enfants tearibles, les Irlan- 
dais,” and p.way from the deeps of Euro­
pean darkness a report of our speeches

■ in a local paper brought us a letter of 
congratulation from an Irishman who 
hasn’t set foot on Ireland for-a quarter 
of a century. The world is a small place 
•when you have a European audience. 
IVtemoire sur I’lrlande.

Nor did we confine our work to 
^speeches and ipterviews .with pressmen 
and politicians. Everywhere wo went we 
pleaded and argued and made the most 
of our opporthnities. AYe wound up with 
the pi(bhea_tion of the first pamphlet from 
Ireland printed on the Continent since 
Padraig Pearsc’s published in Geneva 

' some SIX or seven years ago. TMs was 
a Memoir on Ireland which we sprepared 
foa* the delegation from the Borne Cpn- 

-ference to Paris, and consists Oif that sec­
tion of om* repeat dealing with the Irisli 
AYorking Class and National Aspirations, 
giving a summary of the Irish claims and 
Labour’s connection therewith, a brief 
historical summary, a sketch ©•f the pre­
sent situation in Ireland with statistical 
appendix, and the extracts from Karl 
Marx published in “The Voice.” A

■ French and a German edition, the on© 
for AYestofn and Southern Europe, and 
the oilier for the North and Centre," have 
been distributed to the Press, and the 
leading figures and forces in political and 
industrial Europe, and are on sale in

• •every kiosk and almost every bookshop 
in Switzerland. And . to pur delight, on 
the day vfe left Geneva for Paris 
found on sale in that Swiss Belfast the 
three declarations adopted by Dail 
Eireann in January.

AYhen we took our farewell of Switzer­
land we left behind many new friends of 
Ireland in the European Press, in several 
governments and cabinets, and through­
out the whole Labour and Socialist move­
ment. Pressmen’s promises te us have 
been kept since we came home, and as I 
write I have 'a letter asking for news of 
Ireland for the Swiss papers sintle our 
arrival here. AYithout boosring the per­
sonal work of the delegates, it can he 
said _ ivith tnith that Irish Labour has 
left its piark behind it on the Continent, 
and it will endure.
Se.an T.’s Good Work.
_ On qur way home we stayed four days 
m Paw*;, and were glad to find that Sean 
T. O’Kelly had been making good. AVhfen 
we had passed through Paris on our way 
te Berne there wasn’t a line on Ireland 
in the Paris Press. AVhen we came back 
each new day bfought^its bundle of cute 
tings on Ireland from the whole French 
and European Press. The Irish delega­
tion in Paris has done excellent work, 
and created an atmosphere • and an in­
terest where it was much more difficult 
than in Switzerland. For a week or so 
he h-'d a rough enough time of it, I think, 
but when he had found his hearings and 
made a scoop or two, he found himself 
handling a continuous procession of call- 

/'t the same time as he began to 
finn_ his way into some •of the most influ­
ential circles in Paris and around the 

_ 1 eace Conference. AVhen we were there 
he was hard at work, with little hut most 
important help, early and late, following 
several lines along which notable pro­
gress has been made. But all that is 
bean T. s own story, and when he tells 
jrt he will tell much more than I can now. 
Ue IS certainly very near the centre of 
things, he has established himself very 
hrmly, and Ireland is a burning question 

around thp Conference and in 
the Council itself, even if the Irish claims 
nave not been formally welcomed or the 
■Irish doleoation offlciallv received.
Peace Conference Hopeless,
. At the same time, I should he lacking 
m tranknesa if I omi-^ted to recnrcT ray 
imprpssmu that on the grounds of justice 
nr principle, Ireland has nothing to hope 

Peace Conference. .Tustice 
and principle' are unknown quantities in 
that august body, and the most absolute 

and the spirit of territeriai orab 
pJie.vi’® forces, except when

Wilson startles the Conference 
repetition of an abstract 

prinon^e of right. The League of Na-
uLT is hut the
PeruPtirstinn of ihe alliance of the

■ tii^I Powers, a twentieth cen-
smS through vhich Ireland might 
sneeze and outside the Fntente it has 
been received with hut little enthusiasm

we
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BOOST THE “VOICE’J
TEB VOIOB OF LABOUB.6

Transport Union Notes.THE ONE BIO TREE.
The great Labour Lomonstration held 

ai “ The iiig Tree ” in Lou^ilmstown on 
St. I^atrick’s Lay is worthy of more than 
passing notice, and incidentally the ren- 
dozvouB strikes ono as being symbolical 
of what the Trade Uni»n Moyexnent ouglit 
to bo.

The gathering was, by common consent, 
thb largest Labour Lomonstratiou held 
in the di&tidct within living memory. 
Large contingents, with bands and ban­
ners, convciged upon the sipot from all 
(Ibreotions. Bray alone mustered close on 
8,000. Mon, women, children, boys, and 
girls, marched the tour miles from the 
town in the best of good humour and good 
order. Kingstown, KiUiney, and Dalkey 
also made a big display. In addition, tue 
following centres niustei-ed largely:— 
Kill-of~tlxe-Gtrange, Cabinteely, Btepaside, 
axid. Louglilinstown.

. Mr. Joe Metcalfe, U.L.C., filled the 
position of Chairman with entire satisfac­
tion, and resolutions dealing with ■organi­
sation, tliQ forthcoming elections, and the 
dispute with the Killiney Urban Council, 
woro proposed by Mr, M. Hoyle, N.U.ll., 
who emphasised the nmijox-tance of the 
questions dealt with in the resolutions, 
and pointed out the great growth in or­
ganisation in the district in recent years. 
Some ton or fifteen years ago there were 

. not more than SO or 40 Trades Unionists 
in the entire district, now they numhered 
many thousands,

Mr. Harman, who seconded, devoted His 
remarks mainly to the bureaucracy of the 
Kfiliney Urban District Council, a condi­
tion of things which the workers have 
thoro, as elsewhere, the pow'er of remedy^ 
ing. It is hoped that that power will be 
exorcised to the full at the first available 
opportunity. Mr. Kelly, Kingstown 
Bakers, Bupported the resolutions,

Mr. M, J. O’Lehane, who repreaentod 
tho National Executive in the unaroid- 
ahlo absence of Mr, C; O’Shannon, speak­
ing first in Irish,' said that it was meet 
and proper that on such a day and on 
such an occasion and in their o'sm coun­
try, the na'taonal language of the country 
should be heard. He ■was sorry 
O’Shannon was unable to be present n't 
the last moment, as he would no doub't 
have something very interesting to tell 
them- in regard to Lis recent ej^riences 
at ■fche^iipternational Labour Uongress.

^, Whate^R' may be the outcome of the In- 
.'ternal^^nal Confereilco at present sitting 
in Pans, one thing ms clear, and that 
was, that at one Interna-fcional Congress, 
at least, Ireland was recognised as a sepa­
rate entity and got .International status. 
The Oon^ess or the ivorkers was even 
more important than that noiw sitting in 
Paris, because^ the workers, when thor­
oughly determined and organised, could 
moke the findings and doings of all other 
Congresses impotent and woithless.

Mr. Cullen, General Secretary df the 
BnJrers’ Society, who represen-ted -fclie 
Dublin Trades Uouncil, in a rousing ad­
dress brought a most successful naeeting 
to a close.

We want a paper this mse •very s 
and wc know you want it too,, mot •njyl 

Workirs Getting Beady. 1^^^ but better, with mor* *.wb
The 'forthcoming conference of the varied features, ^ ^

I.T. and G.W.U. with the Hotel andl .B « ^ yoy power to «iv, mm 
Tourists’ Association is arousing the en- j bigger and better P®Per. if •very reader 
tliusiasm of the wdrkera in the catering I gets another We shall have a tirculatioa 
trade. The obvious lesson of April 28rd, bigger than that of the " Irish Worker '>) 
1918, emphasised by the experience of the at its best,
more rpeent strike, has fired the ardour Don’t Bo Content . . , i
of the' long-enslaved, ^d their least aim geU the paper in your, jmion kr^ck. 
is "to bring themselves into line with their That’s “preaching to the converted,’^ 
feUow-workers in other industries. , Whan you have reached the possible’Hinit’'

the Union’s shock-troops, and right Don t neglect the nmetingj
worthily they bear its banner onward. of the Farmers’ Umcn. Farmers have, a , 
The doregation. ' not a kindly,^interest m tkeJ

There is but one change in the Delega- “Voice.” ^ _ *,
tion which will represent the Union in the Hit Them Where they Live! j
negotiations, Mr. J'eck Williams replaces , Get some live, kid who wants pocket' 
our former able representati-Ve from No. money and send him round the district 
2 Section, Mr. Frank Egan. with the “Voice.” He’ll get it right I
Complaints Now Wanted. into the workers’ homes. That’s whal^

Now is the time for members with gnev- tee and you want. '•
ances to notify the eominittee, especially yiie Newsagents. '

deprived of the hene- Perhaps you don’t want to eompriV ’

Mf-mliers: Mew and 'olcl. j Mp W>a. Get Mm to di.pU,
New members are raking in to our poster. He can get at many as k* 

branch of the O.B.U, at the rate of sixty.’’^ants from -the wholesrie agent who inp- 
per week. • plies him -with the “Voice.”
'Some old members have run into ar-j Bring Mm customers. Ge-t thtMt. -I* 

Both old and new should obtain fill in tMs form. .

HOTELS AND RESTAURANTS.
RESULT OF BALLOT FOR EXEOU- 

TIVE REPRESENTATIVE OF 
NO. 6 GROUP.

Mi. llyan. Jag, Harte,
48Ballisodaire

Colloo^y
1/imeriok
Tralee

Killarney
Killorgliu
Bandou

Blarney

36

1
(one spoiled)

60
230

93 6
(One spoiled)

36169

1,366
Majority for Ml. Byan—1,228.

Totols'
are

Capitalism
masquerades under eveiy colour. In 
Bautry W, Martin Murphy’s manager and 
chief clerk, who is secretary Of the local 
S.F, Club, tries to prevent the shop- 
assistants and clerks forming a section of 
the I.T.G.W.U., because he and his em­
ployer are “ against the Union in any 
shape or form, and do not agico with its 
principles.” A few men in a local saw- 
yard of this same altruistic employer ac­
cepted a dole in exchange for their right 
of organisation. THs will not do! ...The 
Workers’ llepublic has no use for slave 
minds. Gaels of the great South-West 
must unite and stand firmly against In- 
■fernational Oapitalism and all its minions, 
no matter how skilfully cloaked.
Coal Miners
in Kilhenny and elsewhere are watching 
the proceedings df the English Oommis- 
sion. They are determined to keep pa,ce 
with mining improvements, in -siiite of 
the shuffling of the owners. Glenravel 
miners are tired of the evasion practi.sed 
by the Antrim Iron Ore Co. and tho 
Crommelhi Go., and are ahout to issue 
strike notice. All miners attended the 
funeral of Br. .McCann, the Glenravel 
secretary, on the 14th inst. He was a 
man of splendid public spdilit and a real 
trade unionist. The funeial of Bro. 
Oarey _ also took place. It is time tho 
conditions of mine workers were con­
sidered.
Organisation
is going rapidly ahead in Oo. Wexford. 
Dick Corish is making a triiunphol pa’o- 

'gress. Perns T. and L. Association 
came oyer in a'body, Olohamon are follow­
ing suit. Templetown have opened a 
branch, and applications from many 
other places have been received by our 
industrious bauner-Ijearer in the Rebel 
county. Organiser Branniff has a full 
programme. , Up and down through 
Waterford Kilkenny, etc., settling a 
string of disputes, opening new districts, 
constantly^ busy.' Bray and Kingstown 
area is being assiduously worked up by 
Councillor J. Metcalfe, who has "taken 

the District Secretaryship, and re­
ports a formidable list of employers 
tackled during the week. The upliill 
work of “Wabing” the “West” is 
strenuously proceeding at tlie call of Or­
ganisers Reilly and Healy. Limerick 
movements are occupying J. Dowling, 
partieulaiiy in the m’eamery line. Offaly 
is falling to the ever-onward pressure of 
the branches. Meath is consolidating. 
Leix branches are co-op'ferating. Mary- 
boro’ "W^ the venue of a delegates! meet­
ing on Sunday last, to frame a county 
Mmaiid Tor faim iworkcrs. Organiser 
Heron helped to set tilings going. Wick- 
lo^v IS uerfnuing to line np for a county 
demand; Baltinglass branch making the

if move. Carlow county demand is 
well -ahead. Peter O’Donneil is hard -at 
it in the North, after laying off for a day 
or two subsequent to a collision %vitli p 
peeler s baton at Caledon, Co. Dublir 
roadmen are 'stoutly attaclriiig under 
General McCabe. These are only a few 
notes culled haphazard from the repoHs 
of nroeress throughout Ireland 
Athenry.

The campaign by the town workers has 
been lughljr successful .thanks to thor­
ough orgam8a"bion. Increases av'eraging 
10s. per week have been Won in all case.^ 
Some employers thought it easy to smash 
tne Union, but-after one day’s strike they 
surrendered. One employer offered his 
man 10s. increase if he ■would drop the 
Unaon.. The man refused to nogbfciate 
except through the Union, The r-oad- 
men have m a demand on the Co. Coun- 

if it is not conceded.
Athy..

Tailors were offered the huge sum of Is. 
wl per week, hut turned up their noses 
at boss Brennan’s generosity. They have 
lacl no increase since 'the war' began, 
ihe employer meanwhile collects three 
times the pre-war price per suit. It 
would take more than nine of him to 
mnkp-'a man!
Arklow. ,
^ Building contractors refused advances 
^ gag that contracts did not
pay. ihe men have struck 'for 10s. in­
crease to labourers, and 12s. to plas-

the demand
in three monthly increases, but employ­er.'; declined. Loeai branch oflii 
busy organising districts around.

rears.
Rule Books, price 2d., at the Oflice.
Social Events,

The Jammet Staff Dance takes place 
early next month, .
Obituary.

As a mark of respect for our la"f>e com­
rade, Mr. H. North, a very popular mem­
ber of our community, whose eai’iiest 
effort and enthusiasm in the interests of 
onr branch were MgWy esteemed, the com­
mittee adjourned its last meeting,

T. GORDON.

■

To My Newsagent.

Please keep' (or deliver -fco m*) a f«py 
of the “Voice of Labour” Mf^ry ir^ek 
until further notice.

Sig»ed,

Address « k »

IRISH TRANSPORT DRAMATIC 
GLASS.

Liberty Hall Players visited their com­
rades of the Imsk 'branch, on St. Patrick's 
Day. The plays producetl ivere: “Vic­
tims,” by A. Patk. Wilson; and “ Self-De- 
termiination ” b'y Miss Rose McKenna; 
and were well received by -the large aud­
ience. A first-class • concert was also 
given_ b;f tile members of the company, 
the singing of the new song, “ One Big 
Union for All,” making a great hit. The 
players tra-yelled to Lucan on Saturday 
last, and gave an en-ter-fcainment under 
the auspices of . the local branch. “ Har­
mony.” a new play by Ntichol-as Hayes, 
and “The Vegetarian,” by Sdney Ar­
nold, were staged. Concert iteins were 
given b;^ the members, assis-bed by some 
local artistes.

Get.Our posters.
If yon can secure a good display, for 

our "weekly posters, on union premises, 
on blank walls, or elsewhere, let '•b k»ew 
hqw many you can use and we’ll see 
that you get -them.

Write To Us.
Don’t forget to tell ns hovr yo'« suc­

ceed in raising the sales of the “ Voiee.” 
Tell us your method and- adventwres. 
You’ll have the latter in plenty if you 
push the “ Voice ” in certain quarters. |

9

SUBSCRIPTION RATESi
Ireland i Britain. Abroad.

3. d. 0. d.over
13 WeakB Post Preo... 1 8 ...

......... 3 3
,,-.6 6

2 2Ballyshannon.
What is wrong with the Belleek Pottery 

Works ? Belleek ■n'are is a na'tional asset; 
prized by all persons of tas-fce, the de­
mand is immense. Yet the company sa^' 
that the works do not pay, and refuse a 
Imng wage to the workers. Is it the 
material? Is it the skill? Is it the 
management? Are the overhead charges AN APPRECIATION, ,||
great? Irish art lovers are concerned in In forwarding''a isuhscription to. the i 
this: let them know! ^pdtal Fund of the “'^oice of Labour,”- 1
Ballinamore. • Seamus MacGhiolla Fbaolain, Chairman:-

We hear of labourers being dismissed of the Galway hrau-dh Irish GLerical W«rk- ' 
'for vague reasons; _ the presumi^ion is ers’ Union, says:— j
that they are dismissed for jointing the “ It is pleading to observe -fche e-videkt 
Union. This tMng must he dealt with awalrening among workers everywhere to i 
sternly. There is no room for non-re- a realization of all that we owe to- ‘ The | 
cognisers in Ireland to-day. ; Voice of Labour ’ as to what it has helped I

1 ^bCbmplish already, and how its J
All the pnncipal bahemes have con- -rurther power aiffl influence fef good 1

ceded Uie Union’s demands. Birmingham miglit he extended by our giving it a. more ’
is' -brying to be the exception, but firm [ general support. It can, I tbj-nir be 
action (or inaction) will settle Mm. On claimed that ‘ The Voice’ has contrihuted 
the 26th February the Tailors were pro- its share in arousing a-rid sustaining 1 
mtsed an increase to date from the 17th among Irish workers of to-diay that won- J 
March. On the 17th Mpeh the master derful spirit of independence, that realiza- 1 
ta-iioris broke their word. The men dm- tiou of the diignity of our humah nature 
uiedia.tely stopped work. The police are of manhood, and of labour, before which- I 
at th©ir_ usual dirty work: their inter- ■l>he last obstacles to human progress must 
terence in vanous places is becoming a soon disappear.” ]
nuisance, and must he stopped.
Clones.

Brady’s bakery men ..have ceased work 
•fco enforce-a demand for 45s. per week 
of 40 ba'fccbes: 10s. per batcli over 40; and 
pasrment an cash.

26 « 4The Lesson of the Tree.
It IS clear fi’om this and other great 

hostings of labour held recently, that the 
Cause is very much 'in the ‘ascendent 

.IJiG forces are there, undoubtedly, but 
they must be got into proper shape. Thor­
ough . scientific organisation is the key­
note, otlmrwise these great resurgent 
rerces will be worse than worthless. 
That ^brings me to a point dwelt upon 
already in “ The Voice of Laboiir,” viz.,

. the urgent necessity that exists for unity 
of action and unification of control To 
my mind the “ big tree ” at LoughUns- 
toAvn typified what the Trades Union 
Movement really ought to be. That tree 
has withs'bood the gales .and stoornis for 
some hundreds of years. It has driven 
its roots deep and secure into the earth 
and It has from the one stem sent-forth 
Rs _myri:^ ef branches iu all directions, 
all inter-dependent and radiating froni the 
one centre.

6a I
OommunioationB Btould be" ad-dresHed to 

Editor or Manager, 27 D-awson Street, Dublin.
Olieques and P.O.'s orossed and made pay­

able to " Irish Labour Press." Small remit­
tances, in halfpenny stamps. /

Recently, it will be noticed tba.t be­
cause of the possibility of the Trade Union 
Movement developing in tMs fasMon, em- 
ploye'T.s of labour have become alarmed, 
and. they, too, are linking np their forces 
talcing m all sections under one- common 
•head.' The Trades 'UmDinists of the coun­
try, whether in One Big Union, or whe­
ther by closer federation of the existing 
Unions >y way of pooling of funds and 
nationahration of control for industrial 
and political action, must immediatelv act 
similarly. There is no time to be‘lo.st 
Why not for instance, take a plebiscite 
at once of all the Trades Unionists in the 
country? Ask them are thev in favour of 
tliGir IJmons allocatmg to such a Fund 
certain amount

Guardians' Election.
j-i front of
rile rest of Duhlm labour by selecting
p' D- J- McGiiinnes'S,
P. tlcGiure, and F. R. Hugging for Dnb- 
bn Gnardmns’ election. 'Will they g« 

THE LUGANIA BICYCLE. ' and press upon the Trades C3oun- i
The charge made by imputation in ®^^ ,^H® nrg6nt necessity for ward oa-gami- 

this week s ' Voice of Labour” against ;yihe I.C.W.'U. has both the men
?. • John O Neill, viz., that the Lncania initiative to carry the-thing through,
bicycle was produced by cheap, under­
paid labour, is, I believe, unsustainable, 
and, as an ex-employee of the Lucania 

«Ad one more or less associated 
With the Irish cycle induistry for four- m- -rtr •
■teen years, I take the earliest opportun- Workingmen’s Protec-
ity afforded of making it clear that,'-n, P. M. Harte) 3 9 0
takp Ml round, the workers at Plea- ^ being quota of
sants -Street were not what could be for article
■termed “ sweated labour.” There was Fagan
in cases, room for improvement in wages
conditions, and Mr. O’Neill admitted tMs g^ynor
by conceding portion of the demand made
by Ms members of the I.T.W.U. This
concession was, by them, deemed inade- ^
quate, and, instead of diseusa-'ng the McClelland, I.C.'W.U., 
matter with the Union offieinls.^Mr ®Mway ^

*0 c’loso down his works. donation)' 1
■nr be no question of ®’rast I.L.P. Central Branch 2 0 6
Mr. O’Neill’s mter% in the welfare of 
the workers. _ His sueeessfnl efforts to 
secure munitions contracts for various 
nsb firms, which would never h.ave 

tenahsed but for Mm, 
proof of this.

I- n , P®L niember, per year, 
say, 6s. or 78. 6d. There are at the very 

a .quarter of a million 
iiaaes Unionists in the country 6s 
each m ono year ivould bring dn £62,600, 
or at 7s, 6d. £93,750. This, of course, is 
head Yet, under the

"Industrial Action,”
'f y Co-operative Btores could not for a start be set up in the

S gradually, con-
trol of what would he essential in the case

■thatiiothang can ho done until the Trades - 
UnionistB agree to seme .s.uch scheme as I ^^^briggan
wwEd ouf^i-B (details ran he easily! -------empioy-
Sl ^ the mam-Principle is adop-| bnd many suceee-
wd, and tins need not in any way inter-®™yth and Oo., 'Deedeg and On fere vuth the operations, of the%a^ Oo.. have al Sen advances’
U^nions in m far as what mav be onlr iJ.

con-1 r”* instead of 2/6 askwl
TRFF the ONE BIG ^

'• ■ M,.r. O’l,. ! rhS^’4,f a fir

S.P.I. INTERNATIONAL DELEGATION 
FUND.

Already acknowledged-—£161 10s.
£ s d

on oo-operatdon) 0 10 0 •
... 0 6 0
... 0 2 0 -
... 0 1 0 j
... 0 1 9 .
... 0 1 0 i
.0 9 6;

are

oat
0 0

Total ... £168 6 6i

titd. Ormond Quay, Dublin. Registered 
as & Nws^per,

ma-

wa-ge, my masters I SEAN 0 DUBGAILL.
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